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Consider the Baby Hippo and
Yourself '

A few days ago in the Bronx Zoo Mrs. Hippopotamus
presented New York with a new baby hippo.

He will not have to search in swamps and onderbrosh
for his food or dodge the ballets of big game hunters who
»ek his two-inch-thick hide as a souvenir.

From his birth he will be carefully looked after. His
tank of water will be kept at a proper temperature for his
comfort and health. His food will be brought to him and
served at regular hours. His home will be kept clean and
wholesome, and his health will be looked alter with great
oare.

If when he grows up he could go to Africa to visit some
ef his native relatives, he could truthfully tell them that
during his whole life he had been waited on by those much
more intelligent than himself, but that were nevertheless his
servants.

When you go out to see the young hippo think of the
resemblance between your situation and his.

Did you ever stop to consider how many minds.great
winds.are working for you?

Men are designing and building great ships that you
may have the output of foreign countries delivered at your!
door.

The experts of a great Government are studying and
delving that you may have better foods and better sur¬

roundings.
The Ecusons and the Bells and the Wrights and all the

other great men of inventive genius are reaching into the
unknown to produce something that will add to your com¬
fort or health or happiness.

No matter how humble you are, you are the beneficiary
of a whole world of endeavor.

Of course, you have a great advantage over the baby
hippo. He will go through life without doing a single thing
to repay the care and attention that is given him.

Tou have the power to make return for all that is
given you.

You can be a producer. You can add to the wealth or
health or happiness of the world, if you but make use of the
powers that have been given you.

Production is the result of THOUGHT plus ENERGY.
To work without thinking makes you no better than a
machine.

Think while you work, and your work will be easier
and better done. Think about things worth while, things
that are profitable and beneficial

A blacksmith became a great preacher because as he
blew his forge he read good books, which he fastened to his
chimney.

Thousands of men have accumulated great knowledgein odd moments and while they were engaged in workinglong hours for small pay.
Fifteen minutes a day is a very little while. But in a

year that amounts to 5,475 minutes. Even if you read
slowly, you could read two hundred words a minute, and

v that would mean more than a million words in a year.~

Thinks of the wisdom in a million words of carefullyselected reading.
If you are young, you can be like the baby hippo and

grow up and exist on the efforts of others, never producing
anything yourself. Or you can begin now to make yourself
of value to the world and to your fellow-man. It is all up
to you.
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Once-Overs
j ltl». International FVatnr* Service. Trtc.

j LET YOUR FRIENDS DO THE BOOSTING.
i '

By J. J. MJJNDY.s Ton mn formhi* thn very bad and disagreeable habit of praising
yourself. your methods and your ideas, hammering it Into everyone ynn

It Is Just possible that yonr friends and acquaintances hare chosen
you because they recognise your merit, and instead of caring to hear how
wonderful yon are by your flat statements, suppose you make your con-
osrtuUjoo up to the standard of your acknowledged reputation.

bet you My you have to tell them, else how would they know
.bout you.

Just remember that every time you tell how much yon are worth,
bow great your talents, or your ideas, you hare weakened outside opinion.

The man who la bead and shoulders above the rest of his class is
vooognlsed tor Jnst what he la.

If you thiak there is no one who Is up to your standard watch your
¦top. for you may get the surprise of your life.

Modesty in speech Is as desirable as modesty In manners
And the man or the woman who Is tmly great is th« last one to

¦ay so.
U yom ma deliver the real goods you will win out quicker by letting

the other fallow do Iks talking about y«m

k

Stop Him!

>c

H6V ! HOW MUCH

HIGHER.
V«U CwDlMG- 9.

Beatrice Fairfax Writes of the Problems and Pitfalls of Workers Here

Especially For Washington Women
DEAR MISS FAIRFAX;

I have been In the serrlcf for
quite a while, and have two more
years to go. I met a girl in this
city since I have been stattone<l
here and I am what any one would
say in love. I know that the girl
cares for me, but what worries mo
Is this. If It were In my means to
mary her I would, hut that Is quite
a foolish thing to do, as you know
a service man cannot give hla wife
what a person could if he were in
civilian life. I have spoken to her
about this, telling her the reason
why I would not take her until I
get out of the service. Being a girl
of good sense she agrees with me.
Now, if I do not do something I fear
that I will either havo to change
our methods from the present stand¬
point to Just friendship. But I do
not want to lose her. Bo you think
that it is selfish to ask a girl to
wait that long? H. B. D.

If the girl really cares for you,
she will not mind waiting the two
years until you are out of the serv¬

ice but you must be entirely sure

you are going to marry her then,
otherwise you have no right to
take two years of her life now.
If she U working, too, you both
might try to save what you can

during these two yean 60 you will
have a little nest egg when you go
back into civilian life. Play square
with the girl and give her no
cause to regret waiting and I think
your romAnce will turn out hap¬
pily.
He Should Try to Win
The Girl He Lores.
DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:
Love la as dlsaatroua as It is

wonderful. I am on the verge of
marrying and am up against It.
There are two girls In the case. Of
course, I love one more than I do
the other, but I figure the ot.e I
love most does not love me as much
as the other one does. I love the
one moat that don't love me. So
you can readily see what I am up
against. The one I love don't love
me and the one I don't love does
love me. Pray tell me what to do.
I don't want to give either one of
them up until I marry. Please give
me your advice aa soon as possi¬
ble. as I cannot sleep, eat or work.
And to get them off my mlrd Is Im¬
possible. J. P.
Like most persons very much in

love you do not make yourself en¬

tirely clear. You do not a.iy
whether the one you moat love Is
the one you arr about to marry or

not, therefore I shall have to an¬
swer as best I can. In tne first
place no one b*s a right to marry
a person they do not love. Mar¬
riage it difficult enough under the
moat auspicious circumstances, but
it is very uncomfortable for the
one who doesn't love. I shall sup¬
pose that > 'hi love the girl yog are
about to marry but fe*r that she
doeea I r»ailT lore rou I*t m*

WU jrwi that ninety nine men oat

Answers to Correspondents
of a hundred experience the same
sensation on the eve of their mar¬

riage. You are Ju3t like a person
having stage fright and the truth
of the matter probably Is that the
girl is just as much in love as you
are but is fearing you don't love
her enough. My criticism of you
is that you have two girls "on the
string." It is an awfully good
plan to be well off with the old
love before you are on with the
new. The thing to do is to elim¬
inate ONE? girl.as far as you are
concerned.the girl to eliminate
Is the one you don't love because
of course nothing happy could re¬
sult there even if she does love you.
Then when you have your whole
time to devote to THE ONE girl,
go ahead and win her. I think
you can.

DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:
I am a young girl twenty-two

years of age and engaged. The boy
I'm engaged to Is out of the city at
present finishing his schooling. He
has now been away for two-years,
and will probably be away for
another year before we can see
each other often. Then when he
returns we will be unable to marry
for snother year since he Is study¬
ing medicine, and we both agree
that he should have a little time In
which to get started when he grad¬
uates, knowing that It would mske
matters extremely difficult should
he undertake starting a home and
profession st the same time.
During the two years of his ab

sence I have been to see him per¬
haps four times a year, and we al
ways correspond regularly. Now
this Is where my puzxle starts. I
have been wondering If I have been
doing wrong. You see, before I me*,
him I always went around to dances
and had real good tlmea. After we
started going together, of coursa.
I dropped dsnclng to some extent,
although occasionally we went to

a dance. Being used to having a

good time. I couldn't give up m>
good times and alt home for all the
time he's been away. It was dif¬
ferent wheh ha was In the eliy, fo.
then I had Mm 'all the time, and
was perfectly satisfied, but do you
think I am doing wrong by attend¬
ing dances In his absence? I work
all day and do not think it Is fair
to hava to stay home all the tl.na
and.give up everything. Plcaac get
me straight on this. I admit I
haven't told ftim that I still go
around, and I know that It would
result In a big fuss and row If I
did. I am not of a demonstrative
nature, but I love this boy. The
others with whom I go In his ab¬
sence arc merely good and sgree-
able frlenda to me, nothing more.

FRANK IE.
Tour difficulty is the one all

girls who enter long engagements
experience. Personally I don't be¬
lieve in them because the girl par¬
ticularly always takes the risk of
waiting several years on the chance
that the young man's feelings will
have changed by the time he gradu¬
ates. If you are willing to allow
this young man the same social
freedom you yourself are enjoying.
I see no harm In your having fun
and diversion while your fiance is
at school. If you don't have it
during these next few years, you
never will have It at all. The
young man Is probably not spend¬
ing all his time on his studies. If
he Is, be is quite different from
most boys away from school. As
long as you dont object to him
having a good time while he Is
away from you, I cannot see any
reason for his objecting to your
enjoying yourself. Both of you
will be better off under sucb an ar¬

rangement
DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:
There Is a certain young gentle-

Whafs Doing; Where; When
T«d*r.

Meeting.Maine State Association. Wtl-
eon Normal School. Eleventh and Harvard
.treeta northweat, ft p m
Dance.Community Service Club. No. >,

lit Tenth street northweat. 7:14 p. m.
Dan*e- Treasury Department employes,

til Tenth street northwest, ft p. m.
Dance.Blue Triangle Recreation Center,

Twentieth and B atreete northweat I p. m.
Meeting.Pen and Ink Club. Thomson

Sohool. Twelfth and L streets northwest, I
p. sa.
Meeting.Colored Janitor** Asportation.

Dunbar High School. First and O streets
aorthwast. lpm
Meeting.Society for Philosophies! In¬

quiry, Public Library, t r m.
Informal Beeep'ien .tremens fly Clnb.

rt;hhouee. >1 Js< ksnn place aerthweet,
from I It t > a
Me*«tag write'* l.eagai PwMte U*

Starr. I I k

Meeting.Chlropreette Association. In
offlcee of Dr. W. R. whitman. Profeealonal
Building.

Tomorrow.
Veeper Services.Toung Women's Chris¬

tian Association, lttt K street northweet.
4:!A p. m.
Addreee.By B U Oererdl, Secular

League, Pythian Temple, t p. m
Propherlee fer 1110. By Dr. Zalda

Brown Ketaa, pastor of the Unity Spirit¬
ualist Chureh. Concordia Hall. Elihth and
K strseta northweet, lpmReception.Catholic Women"! Service
Club Community house, ttl B street
aerthweet
Address.By V J. Blller. New Thonght

Temple. >114 N street northwest 11 e m
Hl»».Red Trleng'e touting rtub. eterte

at end et Wrosbleed rsr lln», 11 f> ni
Meeting W selling'' n Chepier Ley

Alamei Aeeertatloe et < atholtc I elveretty
sf Aa»n«a. eei g Mr**' n«rtbwee>. I | a

man with whom I quarreled on
Christmas Day. I received a large
box of flowers with an apology from
him. As I do not intend to renew
our recent friendship, I should like
to know If T should thaek him or
not, and If so, how to without put¬
ting us on friendly terms again.

"NAUGHTY VAMP.'

Just send the unfortunate young
man a simple note thanking him
for his Christmas remembrance
and nothing more. It's a pity, isn't
it, that it is your sort of jrirl who
gets nloe flowers from nice young
men.

DEAR MISS FAIRFAX:
I have been reading your advice

to the lovelorn in The Times care¬
fully every evening, and have yet
to see a ease similar to my own.

I am a girl of twenty-seven years,
and am really and truly in love with
a man twenty-two. Am positive he
loves me, as he comes to see me most
every week and usually brings me
a box of candy every pay day. Wo
have been going together for tha
past Ave years, and, Miss Fairfax,
what I can't understand l«. although
I know he lovea me. he has never
shown the slightest algns of affect-
tlon. And I am one who craves af¬
fection. Do you think I would be
doing wrong In dropping him and
going with some one who Is more af¬
fectionate?
Now. Miss Fairfax, this has wor¬

ried me into very ill health. Do
you think our ages have anything
to do with It? When he Is out with
me and he sees some younger girls
he knows he speaks to them and Is
very Indifferent to me. To drop
him entirely would break ,ujr heart.
My mother died about fifteen years

ago, and has, therefore, left me to
care for myself.

MISS MART.
It seems extraordinary that this

young man has shown uo affec¬
tion In Ave years and would indi¬
cate that he looks upon you only
aa a pal. Considering the differ¬
ence in your ages. It ia time you
understood whether he intends any¬
thing more or not, because, other-
wiie, you .will waste your mar¬
riageable years and arrive at thirty
without a real sweetheart. I
agree with the woman who de¬
clares she would't marry a man ten
mlnutea younger than herself, al¬
though, o. course, we all know of
Instances where marriages where
the woman wm the older hare
been successes. I myself know a
very happy marriage where the
two people had almost every ob¬
stacle to contend with.difference
in religion and tan years differ¬
ence In age. on the woman'a side.
Such a caae la the exception, how¬
ever, and not the rule. Of course,
the fact that the young man has
lv»n Interested for fire veers au¬
gur* well for you. hill even he
ought to consider It about time he
made hU Intentloos known

Much Twaddle and Guesswork
About Inefficient Federal

Employes
By BILL,PRICE.

Periodically somebody or borne organization breaks oat
with voluntary figures about thoubanda of superfluous, "in
efficient" employes on the rolls of the Federal Government.
They sometimes name the exact number that can eaaily bo
dropped from the rolls, 15,000 or 20,000, and in one case
J5,000 were to be dropped by Congress.

It is a fact that there are superfluous Federal employes
.everybody knows it.but the giving of figures is mere
twaddle and guesswork, as is most of the stuff that is
intended to reflect upon the great mass of hard-working,
loyal employes of Uncle Sara. There is no way to determine
how many INEFFICIENT employes ihere are in the service
The Reclassification Commission can and will find out how
many may be SUPERFLltHJS, but the fault for this lie*
with Congress. Appropriations for the pay of clerks during
the present fiscal year were made many months ago, without
the slightest elasticity and without regard to changed con
ditions. Administrative officers have retained employes
they could have done without. There was no Government
commission to require them to get rid of unnecessary help.
Employes have had no reason to discharge themselves.

And efficiency in every department and bureau is a

matter of valuable administrative officers. Employes in
every establishment in the world measure up to what is
required of them. It is the same in industry or private
business. The employe is often what the man above him is.
Inefficiency is human if tolerated. 1

In nearly all instances of pompou? personal opinion of
inefficiency the author is superficial. He has scanned the
force in one bureau or division and judges all by that.
Often, too, efficiency is a matter of individual opinion.
What one man might consider a worthy, capable force of
men and women another would deem incapable.

The mean part of some of this is that it is just a lin¬
gering of the old idea tnat Government clerks have soft
snaps, are richly paid, and may be pounced upon by any
statesman or anybody who wants to make capital for him¬
self. There are cheap party politics in it, too. The politi¬
cal party which wants to get power must have something
with which to attack the party in power, and the gladsome
tidings are spread that Washington is filled with thousands
of superfluous workers put in by the "inefficient adminis-
istration in power."

Hard-working, conscientious Government employes by
the thousands will welcome any civil service reorganization
by Congress, upon recommendations of the Reclassification
Commission, that will gi,ye genuine recognition to faithful¬
ness, loyalty, and good work and which, most of all, will
eliminate the opportunities for the quack and political
bunco artist to attack an entire body for shortcomings
chargeable to a few.

It is a convincing, pathetic testimonial to the fidelity of
the great bulk of Government employes that they are today
working for the United States Government for an average
compensation of 72 cents per year more than was paid the
employes of 1823. It's a safe bet that there was less howl¬
ing over salaries paid Government employes seventy or

eighty years ago than there is now, when so many doctors
are offering prescriptions for saving the patient, Uncle Sam.

Those 1823 clerks could well afford to be indifferent to
what was said about them.

FELIX MAHONT, whose suc¬

cesses as an artist are national in
.scope, likes the new heading for
Heard and Seen.
"Lots of luck for you and your

delightful column," he writes.

At the District Building.
CONNIE SYME'S District Build¬

ing friends are bidding him good-by
and good luck at luncheon at Har¬
vey's today.

Dr. JOHN VAN SCHAICK. who
is waiting to take up the duties ol
District Commissioner, is birk f>-om
New York, where he went for the
holiday reason.

It has not escaped the attention
of the W. R. & E. that the United
Railways Company of Baltimore is
collecting a straight 7 cents fare.
What will they do about it?

February's Fl»f Sandays.
How long since February had

Ave Sundays, as it will have in
1920? J. S. H.

[Witt some of our ral«rMor
thai h* look (his up and awstrer?
.Editor.]

The Time* Aa a Good Thing.
J. J. IUTLBURT, genera! super¬

intendent of the District of Colum¬
bia Paper Manufacturing Company,
ordemi The Times sent to a man
in Massachusetts and added thia
comment:

8o manjr p*Opl* In othsr eltlea
.ntartaln *rron«ous opinions re¬
garding Washington that It I*
difficult to convlne* th»m con¬
ditions ars not had; so the he*t
way Is to send them Th* Times
(or s few month* We need effl
ri»t help In onr pulp and oaprr
mill and after they s*e The Time*
thsjr will feel like coming to
Waafclarte*

Even marriage experts ought to
learn that there Is no telling what
Cupid will do. Col. WILLIAM A.
KROLL, of the marriage license bu¬
reau, after all bis year* of watching,
Cupid's antics, lost a good box of
cigars on a bet that the 1919 marriage
record In the District would not ex¬
ceed that of 1918, the banner year.
He lost by 470 licenses

She'* Forever Washing Dishes.
EVA PECKHAM, twelve year*

old, sends us this:
I'm forever washing d!she
Oreaey dishee In thf: sink.
They arc piled ro high.
Nearly r*»eh the sky;
Then, like my dreania. they f*d*

away.
Dishes always hiding.
I've looked everywhere:
I'm forever wnahlng diehre.
Greasy dishes in the sink.

I>o all of our girl readers feel thia
way about the dishes? Many girls
say they like to wash dishes; that
they get fun out of it if they sing an
they ko along. The happiest birdi
arc tho.^o that sing. Anyhow, let'a
hear from other girls on this- sub¬
ject What do you like to do be t?
Why?
SAM FLAHERTY, of the QUEKK

LUNCH, «ays that he ' ain't sgoir'
to send off any New Year's cards,*
for he "didn't fergit ennvbody on
Xmaf."

I'neoTcrtd Ash Carts.
With his mouth half fillad wilh

ashes blown by strong winds from a
District ash ear, a Heard and Sefn
reader called this effiee by telephone
to protest against these wugont su¬
ing through the city uncovered. Po¬
lice regulation* require farmers
coming into or going out of the ty
to have covers for tome of the n-cd-
ucts they haul. Wfc«- -na
be covered b) a he* L .<. , I'e I
carts"


